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                       BUSH TELEGRAPH 
 
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends, 
 
This week (Thursday & Friday) Michael Sargent, our 
School Doctor will be visiting and working with us. We 
are very fortunate to have Michael for two days this 
term and greatly value the time we are able to have with 
him. 
 
On Monday 17th May (week 5) we will have a Teacher 
Only Day. Child and student cover will be arranged at 
School for those who need it. Please notify Wendy 
Daals, in the office, if you would like your child to attend 
School that day. 
 
The day will have a focus for the teachers on a number 
of different aspects of the curriculum.  
 
This week, on Wednesday evening, there was a meeting 
for Upper School parents. The focus of the evening 
was about school leaving qualifications in relation to the 
Upper School curriculum and the short term 
arrangements that have been put in place for the 
current senior classes of 10, 11 &12.  
 
There will be an opportunity for all our parents to 
engage and be involved in the question of curriculum 
and qualifications offered at Raphael House. The 
Board of Trustees have set up a Curriculum Sub-
Committee with the task of making a recommendation 
to the Board regarding the future development of the 
curriculum in the Upper School.  
 
Members of the sub-committee will be attending parent 
/teacher meetings in both the Upper and Lower School 
classes this term to begin a dialogue on this important 
matter.  If you have any questions in relation to this 
work please feel free to email the sub-committee at: 
curriculum@raphaelhouse.school.nz. 
 
 
Karen Brice-Geard 
School Coordinator/Principal 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

 
28 April -7.30 pm  
Upper School Meeting - 
Curriculum & Qualifications  
Eurythmy Room 
 
29 April © 7.30 pm  
Class 6 Parent Evening  
 
5 May  © 7.30 pm 
Kindergarten Parent Evening  
 
4 May © 7.30 pm  
Class 2 Parent Evening   
 
4 May  © 3.30 pm © 8.00 pm 
Upper School Parent 
Teacher Interviews  
  
11 May © 7.30 pm  
Class 7 Parent Evening  
 
13 May © 7.30pm 
Class12 Parent Evening 
 
17 May © TEACHER ONLY 
DAY ς  
                 NO SCHOOL  
 

19 May © 7.30 pm Class 5 
Parent Meeting  



BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 
 
At the Board meeting on Monday 26 April Gail Claridge, head of the Remedial 
Department, presented student achievement results based on the PAT tests in Classes 
4 to 9 over the last three years.  The general trend over the past three years has been 
positive, with some results being exceptional. Individual achievement results and trends 
will be reported to parents as usual, during the upcoming parent/teacher meetings. 
 
Chloe Kasoulides presented the 2009 Annual Accounts to the Board and the 
Statement of Financial Position for the year to 31 March 2010. For the year to 31 
March the School achieved an operating surplus of $14,570. Three months through 
the year the operating surplus is above budget by $3,152. This compares well to last 
wc_p®q deficit in the same period of $34,000. Expenses are usually high at the 
beginning of the year, which makes this result even more pleasing. Thank you to all the 
responsible budget holders! 
 
This was the last meeting of the Board during its current term. One long-standing Board 
member has sent me this note and I would like to record it here as a thank you to all the 
current Board members:  
 
«I f_tc clhmwcb `cgle _ n_pr md rfgq Bm_pb mtcp rfc n_qr qgv wc_pq _lb f_tc jc_plcb 
much; it really has been a privilege. I have appreciated the high levels of commitment and 
collegiality shown by all Board members and the hard work that everyone has put in 
particularly over this past year with its many challenges. That no one has shied away 
from those challenges is a testament to the Board's professionalism and intent. The new 
Board will benefit from the foundation of work that has been achieved to date and will 
`c gl _ qrpmle nmqgrgml rm clf_lac _lb cvrclb rf_r umpi.¬ Catherine Ross. 
 
The election process brought some excitement to some of us last week. We only had a 
single nomination at the beginning of the week and only two by Wednesday (with a 
Friday noon closing date)! Luckily, there was a last minute rush and we now have 11 
nominations for the 4 parent representative positions and 2 for the staff representative 
position. Voting forms and candidate statements will be sent out soon. The voting day 
is the 7th May and the results will be announced on the 14th May.  
 
PARENT REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATIONS  
  

Jenny Bain 
Anne-Marie Beeler 
William Crawford 
Stuart Henderson 
Richard Howard 
Rodney Jay 
Denny MacArthur  
Chris Penman 
Hanne Van Beek 
Carolyn van Leuven 
Toni Weir 



 
STAFF REPRESENTATIVE NOMINATIONS  
 

Phillip Robinson 
Brett Whincup 

   
If you have any questions about the board you may contact me at 
chair@raphaelhouse.school.nz. 
Adrian von Aesch 
Chair Board of Trustees 
 
 

FROM THE OFFICE 

 
WELCOME ON BOARD! 

                                        
We are delighted to welcome Lucette Hogg to the Admin team at 
Raphael House.  Lucette joined us this week and is located in the 
Office, at the bottom of the drive.  Lucette will be known to many 
of you as she has been involved in a variety of activities at the 
School, as the parent of Hanna in Class 1 and Kasper in KG 3 in 
the Kindergarten.  Lsacrrc®q dmasq ugjj `c rm umpi ugrf _lb dmp rfc 
Proprietors (The Trust).  We are very excited to have Lucette 
with us and we are looking forward to working with her. 

 
 
Lsacrrc®q hours are 9.00 © 3.00 pm - Email lucette.h@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 
 
A FAREWELL 
 
At the end of term one we bid farewell to Alan Chapman.  Alan has been with the 
School for many years and has served the School in many different capacities.  In mid 
2008 Alan was persuaded to step into the position of Resource M_l_ecp «dmp _ qfmrt 
rcpk¬.  Two years later the Safmmj pcjsar_lrjw _aacnrcb Aj_l®q pcqgel_rgml dpmk rfgq 
«rcknmp_pw¬  position.       
 
Alan successfully juggled many portfolios during his two years as Resource Manager 
many of which came naturally to him; IT however, was a new and exciting area of 
responsibility for him.  Aj_l kcr rfgq af_jjclec fc_b ml _lb qmml `ca_kc rfc «em rm 
esw¬  if you had a computer virus to fight, new software to install or the printer just 
would not work!   We will miss Alan for his wonderful sense of humour, vast knowledge, 
and downright common sense.  Raphael House is blessed rm f_tc ncmnjc md Aj_l®q 
calibre give so generously of themselves and their time.   Thank you Alan. 
 
 
 

mailto:lucette.h@raphaelhouse.school.nz


Lost Property 
 
We have two boxes of lost property left over from last term - an assortment of clothing 
© mainly from the Lower School and Kindergarten.  Could you please call in and collect it 
from the Office; otherwise we will be donating the items to a charity.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY NOTICES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The therapeutic initiative group  

 invites you to a presentation by  

  
  

Dr. David Ritchie  
  

 

FUNDRAISER FOR JAPAN TRIP 
 

BD APPLES $10 bag 
Available after school on Friday 30 April 

Orders to Reuben McLaughlin C11 and Danielle Ryan C10 
or his super secretary Lisa (aka Mum) 021 174 2834 

lisapeople@hotmail.com 

 
New Entertainment Books are available for  $60.00. The School receives 
$12.00 for each book sold. Please purchase from the Office. 
 

mailto:lisapeople@hotmail.com


 
PARENT LIBRARY 

Have you been to the Parent Library lately?   
 
× Open every morning 8.45 © 9.30 am 

 
× Crafts and Art Supplies for sale 

 
× Books on parenting, crafts, activities, festivals, media/TV education, 

anthroposophy, health, picture, books for children as well as many books written 
by Rudolf Steiner. 
 

× Not a member of the library?  Come along and join up! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

New Zealand Steiner Certificate (Early Childhood) 

 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

 
This  course is designed to meet the needs of Early Childhood Pp_argrgmlcp®q that is , 
those who are actively engaged in working with groups of children aged between 
`gprf _lb qctcl wc_pq. Tfcw k_w `c gl iglbcpe_prcl®q, gl afgjba_pc aclrpcq, _q 
pj_wepmsn ammpbgl_rmp®q mp `c fmkc-based carers. 
 

 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT © MARGARET SWEANEY 
via email margaret.s@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 

mailto:margaret.s@raphaelhouse.school.nz


 
PARENTS FRIENDS TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

 
News from the PTFA 
 
We have a few changes to the PTFA committee and look forward to working with those 
who are joining us. 
 
We would like to welcome Robyn Williamson, upper school maths teacher, to our 
committee and thank her for offering her time and knowledge to us in this way. 
We would also like to inform you that Elise Dunn is our new proposed co-opted member 
to the committee.  If there are no objections within 21 days Elise will be officially co-
opted to the committee.  We would like to thank Elise for offering to be part of the 
PTFA. 
 
Marie Deery has left the school and therefore is no longer a member of the committee; 
we would like to thank her.  Marie had a deep knowledge of the workings of the school 
and this knowledge was very valuable to us. 
 
Our AGM is coming up shortly; dates of this will be confirmed in the coming week. 
 
Wishing you a prosperous term 2 
Kind thoughts and warm regards 
Monica on behalf of the PTFA 
  
 

Kids' Ear Clinic 
 
Dear Raphael House Community - It's that time of year again, when coughs, colds and 
sore ears and throats start hanging around making pests of themselves. For the last 
fours years. the Kids' Ear Clinic has been treating families and keeping them healthy with 
homeopathy. It is natural, gentle and effective and the homeopaths have specialised 
in looking after children and their families in a relaxed, child-friendly environment. Phone 
569 6165 for an appointment or visit www.kidsearclinic.co.nz  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kidsearclinic.co.nz/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

All copy, including advertisements, to be at the school office in written form no later than Tuesday 9.00 am the week of 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ Ψ.ǳȅΣ {Ŝƭƭ ƻǊ {ǿŀǇΩ Ϸн-00 per week. Private enterprises and businesses: $5-00 up to 4 lines 
Non-profit organisations may apply for space. No flyers/inserts unless directly related to the school, anthroposophy, or Steiner 
education. Advertisements are placed at the discretion of the College. Publication does not imply endorsement of the activities 
advertised. Advertisements that contravene the Special Character of Waldorf Education will not be considered for publication. 
 
WANTED: Cleaner 2 hours per week.  Belmont Hills.  Contact Victoria 565 © 4061 
 
5 RHYTHMS DANCE:  New class in Wellington.  Sundays 25 April to 23 May and 
Fpgb_w®q 30 Anpgj _lb 14th May.  For more info see www.5rhythms.co,nz or phone Julie 
(Class 8 and 11 parent) on 565 3304. 
 
HOUSE FOR RENT:  We are leaving Wellington so our lovely 3 bedroom house in Hill 
Road, Belmont Hills (close to Raphael House) is available to rent.  Great views and large 
sunny section with well established organic vege garden. Suit keen gardener. Phone 
Suzanne on 565-4067. 
 
WANTED: Tins for candle dipping. Approx 15 - 20 cm high and about 1-2 litres. Please 
leave at the Office. Thanks!   
Paul Denford 589 1652 

 Friday 14 May  

 7.30pm  
  

New Zealand Red Cross  

31 Pretoria Street  
(also access via Bristol Square)  

 

(Venue to be confirmed)  
$5 at the door  

   

òBuilding the whole Child, 

Growing Resilience in our Childrenó 
  

Dr. David Ritchie is a GP at the Helios therapeutic centre in 

Christchurch, where he works with children with learning and behavioural 

difficulties.  

 He travels the world to lecture and consult with parents and teachers on 

how to help the children of today that are struggling.  

  
 

http://www.5rhythms.co,nz/


 

 
 
 


