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Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends, 
 
The last few weeks of this term are proving to be very 
busy. 
 
Class 9 Students are away on their Farm Experience for 
the next two weeks. There was a Board of Trustees 
meeting on Monday night, a very interesting and 
inspiring talk by Norbert Mulholland on Wednesday 
evening on “The Great World View that Stands Behind 
Waldorf/Steiner Education” organised by the hard 
working Adult Education group and on Friday night 
Class 11 will be presenting their Music Ensemble to 
Parents and friends at 7.30 pm in the Eurythmy Room. 
 
There will be a two day Federation Council meeting held 
in the Eurythmy Room next Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th 
September. 
 
Next Monday 6th September there will be a Class Reps 
meeting at 7.30 pm in the Heide Werth room. It will be 
important to have a representative from each class 
present. If you are unable to attend the meeting please 
send in your apologies prior to the meeting. I look 
forward to seeing you all there. 
 
The Community Meeting will be next Tuesday, 7th 
September at 7.30 pm in the Eurythmy Room. Do mark 
this date in your dairies and come along and join us. 
 
There is going to be a very important presentation on 
possible building scenarios at the meeting, which I am 
sure you will all be keen to know about and there will be a 
further update on the Curriculum Project. Some of the 
staff and teachers were fortunate enough to view the 
Building presentation Power Point during the lunch break 
yesterday. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
27 August - 7.30 pm 
Class 11 Music 
Ensemble – Eurythmy 
Room 
 
31 August – 7.30 pm 
Class 3 Parent Evening 
 
3 and 4 September 
Federation Council 
Meeting  
 
6 September- 7.30 pm 
Life on the Edge 
Talk on her trip to 
South Africa 
Julia Sherriff 
Eurythmy Room 
 
6 September -7.30 pm 
Class Representatives 
Meeting – Heide Werth 
Room 
 
7 September – 7.30pm 
Whole School 
Community Meeting 
Eurythmy Room 
 
10 September –7.30 pm 
PTFA – Quiz Night 
Petone West Building 
 
14 September 
Lower School Concert 
Venue to be confirmed 



We are at a significant point in our School‟s development and it is vital that we all 
understand and are involved in moving forward together. 
 
An agenda for the evening will be sent out to you on Friday. 
 
On Tuesday 14 September, there will be a Lower School Concert, at the moment we 
are looking for venue – more details to follow.  
 
Coming up in week 9, Saturday 18th September, 2010 Class 12 Project 
presentations. They will be held in a different venue this year due to the Little 
Theatre not being available to us. The venue is the Ilott Theatre, which is in the 
Wellington Town Hall building. 
 
The students will set up their visual displays 8.30-10.30am on Friday 17 September 
in a large room (part of the Square Affair Suite) close to the Ilott Theatre within the 
Town Hall building. They will  then spend the rest of the day doing a full rehearsal 
of their speeches in a room attached to the room containing their displays. 
 
The technical rehearsal will begin on the Saturday morning in the Ilott Theatre at 
8.30am.  The presentations will begin at 12.30pm and finish at 6.00pm. 
 

Lucette Hogg, our current RSST Administration Officer, has made the decision to 
resign from her position. Lucette wishes to contribute to the School in other ways 
which are more aligned with her skill set and other commitments.   
 
We wish to sincerely thank her for what she has contributed to the school so far, 
and look forward to working with her in the future. 
 
Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. 
 
Karen Brice-Geard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
TERM DATES 2011 

 
TERM 1:  Thursday 3 February - Friday 15 April 
 
Holidays:  Waitangi Day Sunday 6 February 
 
  Friday 11 March, Teacher Only Day 
 
Festivals:  Easter Festival Friday 15 April for Classes 1-12 
 
  School finishes at 12.30 pm 
 
  Easter and Anzac Day Holidays during Term break. 
 
 
TERM 2:  Monday 2 May – Friday 15 July  
 
Holiday:    Queen‟s Birthday Monday 6 June 
 
  Friday 3 June Mid-Term Break 
 
Festivals:  School’s Birthday:  11 June 
 

Mid-Winter Festival – Thursday 14 July  
 
      

TERM 3:  Monday 1 August – Friday 7 October 
 
Holidays:  Monday 29 August, Teacher Only Day 
 
 
 
TERM 4:  Tuesday 25 October - Thursday 15 December   
 
Holiday:          Monday 24 October (Labour Day)  
 

  School finishes at 12.30 pm 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Adrian von Aesch – Board of Trustees Chairperson 
 

My formal background in Anthroposophy 
dates back to my attendance of the 
Foundation Course in Anthroposophy at 
Parsifal College in Sydney in the late 90s.  
 
After a lot of research, my wife Evelyne 
and I decided to send our children Arlene, 
Belinda and Alex to the Glenaeon Rudolf 
Steiner School when we moved to Sydney 
from Zurich.  
 

 
In 2000 our children attended Te Ra on the Kapiti Coast where I was active in the 
Kapiti Study group and was elected to the Te Ra Board of Trustees. 
 
I have a science background and worked as an Industrial Chemist in Basel, 
Switzerland for many years prior to making the switch into Information Technology 
as an IT Architect. In addition to Anthroposophy I have many diverse interests 
such as Jungian Psychology, Religion and Building/Construction work. My most 
recent project is a domestic solar power project - quite a challenge in New Zealand! 
 
Arlene graduated Class 12 at Raphael House in 2009 and is now studying at 
Otago University. Belinda has just returned from an exchange and we will soon 
start the exchange process for Alex. It is fantastic that students at Raphael House 
have these opportunities and thanks to the Steiner curriculum they usually blend in 
quite well at the equivalent level in overseas Steiner schools. 
 
I enjoy the community spirit at Raphael House and I am confident that as long as 
the community continues to support this education our students will do well. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Anne-Marie Beeler 
 
My name is Anne-Marie Beeler and I have 
been a parent for 15 years at Raphael House. I 
am a trained secondary teacher and have 
taught for 25 years in State Schools as well as 
Raphael House. At present I work part-time at 
Te Kura - the Correspondence School.  
 
My husband Chris, and I have three 
daughters- the eldest has been right through 
Raphael House and is now in her second year 
at Victoria University.  The others are in 
classes 12 and 8 respectively.  
 
We have seen how Waldorf Education can educate our children to be active 
members of society with a real sense of who they are. We see it as fundamental to 
encouraging our children to become lifelong learners.  We have also seen the 
school go through many changes. Now it faces the challenge of becoming a 
Waldorf School fit for our 21st Century children. This demands professionalism in 
our teaching staff so we get an excellent delivery of the Waldorf Curriculum for our 
children. It requires a commitment from our community to embrace the Waldorf 
principles and support them in our homes and school.  
 
I look forward to the challenge the Board has of governing the school in a way that 
builds confidence in Raphael House as an excellent provider of a Waldorf 
Education.  
 

CLASS 12 PROJECTS 

 
Teaching Dance and Performance. 
 
Over three terms, for an hour a week, I have been giving free hip hop lessons to a 
group of five Class 8 girls. None of them had done any hip hop dancing before 
and they have been doing extremely well. It has been very rewarding; they 
performed in the Talent Show and made me extremely proud. Now I‟m continuing 
to teach them and the next step is for them to perform before my Class Twelve 
Project speech. 
 
Sophie Gannon 

 



CLASS 12 PROJECTS 

 
Swimming Instructor 
 
For my Class 12 project I decided I wanted to become a swim instructor. I fell into 
this decision after doing my class 11 work experience at Upper Hutt h20 extreme 
swimming pool for a week; At the end of my time working there I was offered a job 
as a swim instructor. Becoming a swim instructor included doing a 2 day course in 
January and then doing 20 hours pairing up with a professional instructor. Also 
through out my contract at the pool I was to participate in a number of 
professional development meetings which will build up my teaching skills. Now after 
having been teaching for 3 terms I feel very confident at what I am doing and from 
a lot of positive feed back I feel what I am doing is working.  
 
For the second part of my project I wanted to give something back to the 
community and as lessons are so expensive I decided I would offer free swimming 
lessons to children at the School from Kindergarten to Class 5. These lessons took 
place in the July school holidays and went very well. All the parents I talked to 
expressed there appreciation and I think the lessons were very successful.  
 
Kelsey Moore 

 
 
My Grandmother‟s Biography 
 
For my Class 12 Project I have written my grandmother‟s biography. It has been an 
amazing opportunity to do something for my grandmother that may never have 
been done otherwise. Over the past 6months I have regularly visited my 
grandmother and recorded her life story, which I then took home and processed 
into notes and finally put into good copy on the computer so that it could be 
printed and bound professionally. It has been a very rewarding experience.  
 
Belinda Lavo 

 



Portraits of My Classmates 
 

For my Class 12 Project I chose to draw portraits of my classmates and a few 
students who have left recently, because I wanted to do something that I enjoy 
doing but that would also be a challenge.  These portraits will be displayed in the 
Rona gallery in Eastbourne next month, hopefully before our presentations. 
 
I have come across many challenges whilst drawing, like trying to get my portraits 
to look as much like my classmates as possible, although it has been so great to 
spend time on each and every one of them.  It has been, and still is a rather time 
consuming process but I feel as though I am slowly improving and learning new 
skills from it. I hope that this will help towards getting into a fine arts course at 
university in the near future. 
 
Alys Beresford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PARENTS TEACHERS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

 
Parents, Teachers and Friends Association update 
 
Denny MacArthur has reluctantly resigned from our committee due to over 
commitments.  We would all like to say a sincere thank you for all that he has given 
to the committee and to the school community at large; his easy manner and 
openness to listen and accept others opinions and ideas has been a blessing.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Friday 10th September at School in the Petone West building  

7.30pm onwards,  

Entry is $10 per person (includes supper) 
 

Not only will this be a great fun social event with music and supper, it is also a joint 

fundraiser for the PTFA and the Class 12 "Rite of Passage" camp to 

 be held later this term. 

You can make your own team prior to the night or just arrive and join one! 

 

We would love offers of prizes please, anything from a cake to world round  

trip!!!  All offers would be greatly appreciated and can be left with Denny  

(569 7000 or 021 245 9792) 
 

Look forward to seeing you all there! 
 

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TERM DATES 2011 

TERM 1:  Thursday 3 February - Friday 15 April* 
 
Holidays:  Waitangi Day Sunday 6 February 
 
  Friday 11 March, Teacher Only Day 
 
Festivals:  Easter Festival Friday 15 April for Classes 1-12 
 
  *School finishes at 12.30 pm 
 
  Easter and Anzac Day Holidays during Term break. 
 
 
TERM 2:  Monday 2 May – Friday 15 July  
 
Holiday:    Friday 3 June Mid-Term Break  
 
       Queen‟s Birthday Monday 6 June 
 
   
Festivals:  School’s Birthday:  11 June 
 

Mid-Winter Festival – Thursday 14 July  
 
      

TERM 3:  Monday 1 August – Friday 7 October 
 
Holidays:  Monday 29 August, Teacher Only Day 
 
 
 
TERM 4:  Tuesday 25 October - Thursday 15 December*   
 
Holiday:          Monday 24 October (Labour Day)  
 

  School finishes at 12.30 pm* 
 

The Board of Trustees ratified the Term Dates for 2011 at their meeting on Monday.  
The Ministry of Education have advised the differences for 2011 School year as 
follows:- 

 The usual length of each school term has been adjusted for 2011. Terms 1 and 2 
are slightly longer that usual, and Term 4 is two weeks shorter.  

 This adjustment has been made to align the October term holiday with the final 
stages of the 2011 Rugby World Cup tournament. 

 



FROM THE OFFICE 
 

E-GAS SCHOOL PLAN 
 

Switch to E-Gas and Raphael House will be rewarded!.  E-Gas is a supplier of 
Natural Gas that is 100% New Zealand owned and operated.   We invite members 
of the School Community to switch their natural gas supplier to E-Gas.  E-Gas will 
reward our School an ongoing quarterly donation.  Donations will be based on the 
total amount  of gas used per household that are enrolled in the E-School Plan.  
See attached form to register with E-GAS. 
 
The School will use the monies donated towards new Woodburners which are being 
replaced on a rotational basis throughout the School. 
 

 

 
 
 
DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL DURING THE SCHOOL DAY – Sign-Out 
Permission Slips 
 
Students must have a signed note from a parent or caregiver in order to be given 
permission to leave school during the day.  We are introducing a Sign-Out 
Permission Slip for parents and caregivers to use.  This slip needs to state pupil‟s 
name, and class and the reason they need to leave; eg dental appointment. 
 
All students who wish to leave for an appointment need to show the Sign out 
Permission Slip to their teacher and then take the Slip  to the Office, where they will 
be „signed out‟ by Office staff. When students return from an appointment they are 
to „sign in‟ at the Office.    
 
A Sign-Out Permission Slip is shown at the back of this week‟s Bush Telegraph for 
you to copy and use. 
 
DESPERATELY SEEKING VLA URQUAHART 
 
Since the beginning of March the Trust has been receiving money from a V.L.A. Urquhart. 
There has been no reference number attached and I have been assigning this money 
to the one family in the school with a known Urquhart connection.  
 
However, it turns out it the family I thought it belonged to doesn't know this donor. 
If you know who our mystery benefactor is would you please contact me urgently  
so I can correct my records (and issue a tax receipt!).  
 
Ph 576-2335 or email accounts@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 
Kay Braid 
Accounts 
 

mailto:accounts@raphaelhouse.school.nz


        SPORTS NEWS 

DRAW FOR - WEEK ENDING 29 August 2010 
 
NETBALL 
 
Team: Vs: Venue: Time: 
Golden Lions    
Class 5&6 
Raphael House 
Int 1 

No game (season 
finished)  

Uniforms to 
Manager please 

 

Raphael  House 
2  (Collegiate 8)  
Class 7&8 

No game (season 
finished) 

Congratulations everyone! 
 
Uniforms to the sports team 
Manager please Raphael House 

1 (Collegiate 5)  
Class 9 & 10 

No game (season 
finished) 

 
 
BASKETBALL  
 
Team: Vs: Venue: Time: 
RH Hotshots      Class 
5  Mixed   Primary  

Wellesley Giants 
Belmont Tigers  
 

WNS2                            (26 Aug)    
Thurs  5pm   

                                       (2 Sep)      
Thurs   5.30pm 

WNS2                            (25 Aug)     
Wed 5.40pm 

RH Falcons     Class 7  
Mixed Intermediate 

 

Hutt Heat  
No game 
scheduled yet 

Senior Boys (Division 4 
Pool 2) 

Onslow      (last 
game) 

Onslow  Fri 27th Aug 
6pm 

 
 SOCCER 
 
Team: Vs: Venue: Time: 
Senior Boys  Season Finished     
 
HOCKEY  
 
Team: Vs:  Venue:  Date & Time: 
Raphael  Senior Boys     Onslow Fraser Thurs  26Aug 6pm 
 To Be confirmed  9 Sep Semi Finals 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



RESULTS FOR - WEEK ENDING 22 August 2010 
 
NETBALL 
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
Golden Lions    
Class 5&6 

Wainui Int3 RH 15 - 8 

Raphael  House 2  
(Collegiate 8)  
Class 7&8 

Season Finished    

Raphael House 1 
(Collegiate 5)  
Class 9 & 10 

Season Finished  

 
BASKETBALL  
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
RH Hotshots      Class 5  
Mixed   Primary  

Dyer St Wolves  Dyer St Wolves  12 – 4  

RH Falcons     Class 7  
Mixed Intermediate 

Naenae Nugets  
 

14 -14 

Senior Boys (Division 4 
Pool 2) 

Hutt Int2 ? 

 
SOCCER 
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
Senior Boys Youth Div 6 Silverstream 4 Silverstream 10 -2 
 
HOCKEY  
 
Team: Vs: Wellington College 3  Result:    Well C 6-1 
 

 
 

The Golden Lions (Class 5 & 6) netball team had a well earned win on Saturday 
against Wainuiomata Intermediate.  They won 15-9.  The team finished the season 
on a high note with three wins in a row and a big thank you goes to Eileen Watson 
for her coaching and all the parents and supporters who came along to 
watch during the season. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

    Cricket 
Registration Form  
 

If you wish to play cricket in term 4 2010 please register using this form. 
Forms are to be returned with payment to the school office by September 1st.                         
 

Please enter all details even if you believe the school has them already.  
            Fees are due at time of registration. 

 
Student Name: ____________________   Age _______ DOB __________Class ____ 

 

Student Name:  __________________    Age _______ DOB ___________Class____ 

 

 

Parents‟ Name & Contact Information:                  Email & Phone Contact Please 
 

Name:___________________ Email: _____________________________________   

   

Name:___________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

 
Phone:     
Home:_______________________________Cell:___________________________ 

 
                    Cost:          $30  (one term)     $60  (two terms) 
  
 One term only thanks:                    I am paying for both terms thanks: 
 
The school must re-enter the team with College Sports in term 1 next year. If you 
think you would like to keep playing in term 1 2011.    Please pay for both terms.  
 

Total Enclosed _________________ 

 
Games will be played on Saturdays between 12 and 6pm at different schools each 
week. 
 
Practice dates are yet to be set.  
 



COMMUNITY NOTICES 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

BOOK SALE 
 
An annual library task is "weeding" the library. Books are removed from the 
catalogue for many reasons - out of date information, poor condition, too difficult 
or specialized for a school library, haven't  been used for many years, too many 
copies etc.   I am currently doing  the annual book cull and would like to offer the 
"weeded" books for sale to parents to generate a bit of extra cash to buy new 
books for the library.  There are many books that would appeal to adults and 
bibliophiles! 
 
So you are welcome to visit the library between 8.30 and 10 a.m. every Tuesday 
between now and the end of term.  Can't make that time?  Give me a ring in the 
library on Tues. or Wed. to arrange another time. 
 
Lyn Vigrass  - extension 223 

 
 

 

   THE EVOLUTIONARY CAFE  
    Thursday mornings at the bus garage. Come along and have a    

coffee (or tea) for a $ donation, chat with friends old and new, share 
ideas...    
 

 
 

 

        A Suzuki beginners violin group is forming after school at  
  Raphael House.  Alison Eldredge, Suzuki teacher and former  

   Music Director of the Upper Valley  Waldorf School in 
Vermont, is offering a demonstration of this wonderful method 
at 3:00 on Wednesday September 1st in the Eurythmy room.   
Many Steiner schools  have  embraced the ideas of Talent 
Education and use it as a foundation for a culture of stringed 
instruments in school.  Come and learn more!  All ages welcome.  
For more information call 586 5777 or email   

                               davidyalison@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

   
"If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a 
different drummer.  Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or 
far away." 
 
H D Thoreau   
 

Quote of 
the Week 

 

mailto:davidyalison@yahoo.com


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

All copy, including advertisements, to be at the office in written form no later than Tuesday 9.00 am the week of 

publication. Classified Advertising ‘Buy, Sell or Swap’ $2-00 per week. Private enterprises and businesses: $5-00 up to 4 

lines Non-profit organisations may apply for space. No flyers/inserts unless directly related to the school, anthroposophy, 

or Steiner education. Advertisements are placed at the discretion of the College. Publication does not imply endorsement of 

the activities advertised. Advertisements that contravene the Special Character of Waldorf Education will not be considered 

for publication. 

 
 
FOR SALE: Delicious Free Range Eggs $5.00 per dozen 
Pick-up Fridays outside Bus Garage.  Please order by email  
fiona.angus@ymail.com by the Friday prior to pickup.   
Funds raised are for Frasers' exchange to Austria 
Empty cartons appreciated. 
 

 
 

 

 
WANTED: Rolls, rolls and more rolls..... Please.  We would love to have 
cardboard rolls from cooking paper, foil, cling film, handy towels etc.  (No toilet 
paper ones thanks) for our wonderful Toy, Craft and Food Fair Christmas 
Crackers. 
 
Please leave them in the box provided in the Office.  
We can never have too many!  Special thanks to all the many 
Families who have sent their rolls,  over the last few weeks. 
 
Many thanks, 
Elizabeth 

 
 
 

WEDNESDAY LUNCHES 
 

Delicious nachos $3.00 and assorted baking for sale!    
Fundraising towards my Class 12 Project, please support me and 
enjoy a different lunch on Wednesdays.  Lera 

 
 
URGENT ACCOMMODATION NEEDED 
 
We will be hosting the annual Federation of Rudolf Steiner 
Waldorf School in New Zealand Meeting on Friday 3 and 
Saturday 4 September. Delegates from all the other Steiner 
Schools will be attending this meeting. We once again ask if 
you are able to have a billet from Friday 3rd. Please let Judie 
Fishenden know if you are able to help 
judie.f@raphaelhouse.school.nz 

 

mailto:fiona.angus@ymail.com
mailto:judie.f@raphaelhouse.school.nz


MEDITATION EVENING: Join Keith Mason for an enchanting evening of 
meditation, channelling and hear about the Hopi/Mayan Prophecies for 2012 as 
well Intro to Oracle Training. Monday 13 September, Anahata Yoga Studio, Petone, 
7-9.30pm. Hosted by Bascha, bookings essential: email: soulcare@gmx.com or txt: 
02102380070. $35 pp. 
 
 
      

 SECONDARY SCHOOL SKIING COMPETITION at 
Turoa on 13, 14 and possible extra day 15 September. 
Secondary School Snowboard Competition at Turoa 
on 20, 21 and possible extra day 22 September .   
 
Anyone  interested...     Please contact Su or Stuart 
Henderson, 568-3882. 

 
 

 
FEAST CATERING LTD: Specializing in vegetarian, whole food cooking with 
emphasis‟s on locally sourced ingredients.  Very reasonable rates with 20% of 
profits going  to the local Children‟s Community Garden Project in Lower Hutt. 
 
Please phone 565 3929 Julia Milne for details of feastcatering@xtra.co.nz. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Christmas holiday accommodation - The Mitchells are heading south 
in January for 2 or 3 weeks and we would like to find a family to live in 
our house.  Dates flexible so be in quick to accomodate your 
family or friends coming to Wellington for summer holidays in our 
Normandale home.    Also, if you know of anyone down south  
wanting a house swap or has accommodation  possibilities for us 
as we travel around, please get in touch with Victoria on 04 589 1160. 
  
 

Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School 
27 Matuhi Street, Tirohanga, Lower Hutt 5010 
Telephone: 64 4 569 5161 Fax 64 4 569 4860 

E-mail wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 

mailto:soulcare@gmx.com
mailto:feastcatering@xtra.co.nz
mailto:wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz

