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             BUSH TELEGRAPH 
 
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends, 
 
Welcome back to the start of the New term. I hope 
you have all had good holidays and have had a 
chance to enjoy the wonderful Autumn weather 
Wellington has been having. 
 
At the end of last term Pairoj Prommar, Class 5 
teacher resigned from his teaching position. Pairoj  
began teaching at Raphael House in January 2005 
when he was appointed as Class 1 teacher. 
 
Pairoj has given the children of the class many 
wonderful skills and qualities over the time he has 
been with them. We sincerely acknowledge and 
thank him for the all that he has contributed to the 
children, their parents and his colleagues over the 
years and sincerely wish him well for his future. 
 
Jarod Summers (Class 7 teacher 2009) is relieving in 
Class 6 for term 2 while we advertise for a 
permanent Class teacher. 
 
We would like to warmly welcome Nicola Hare to our 
community. Nicola brings a wealth of teaching 
experience to her role as part time English teacher in 
the Upper School and we look forward to working 
with her. 
 
WELCOME TO NEW STUDENTS 
 

We welcome several new students and their families to Raphael House this term. 

India Cabral                        Class 3 
Chloe Bothwell                    KG 3 
Ella Magnusson                 KG 1 
Sarah Preston                    KG 2 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

26 April © 7.00 pm Board of 
Trustee Meeting  
 
28 April © 7.30 pm Class 5 
Parent Evening 
 
28 April -7.30 pm Upper 
School Meeting - Curriculum 
& Qualifications  Eurythmy 
Room 
 
29 April © 7.30 pm Class 6 
Parent Evening  
 
3 May  © 7.30 pm 
Kindergarten Parent Evening  
 
4 May © 7.30 pm Class 2 
Parent Evening   
 
4 May  © 3.30 pm © 8.00 pm 
Upper School Parent Teacher 
Interviews  
  
11 May © 7.30 pm Class 7 
Parent Evening  
 
17 May © TEACHER ONLY 
DAY ς  
                 NO SCHOOL  

   



Max Wootton                     KG 3 starting week 2 
Giuliana Vendrasco           Class 11  - FF Student   
Azusa Tabuchi                  Class 10 © FF student   
Merit Wiens      Class 10 © Ex student  
 
UPPER SCHOOL CURRICULUM & QUALIFICATIONS PROJECT 
 
Last year the Board set up a Curriculum Sub-Committee which it tasked with carrying 
out a review of the Upper School Curriculum and in particular its relationship to school 
leaving qualifications.  

The goal of the review project is to ensure that our graduating students have received 
the best possible Steiner Education and at the same time, where desired, become 
applicants of choice for admission to tertiary study, and well placed to meet the 
demands of their chosen courses. 

The first phase of this work is centred around information gathering and sharing, so 
that we have a common understanding of the factors that have led to the project, the 
options, and the potential impacts on our school. 
 
In this phase we will be speaking with parents, students, and staff, as well as people 
external to the school such as the Vice Chancellors of our Universities, and advisers in 
the Ministry of Education and New Zealand Qualifications Authority. 
 
You will receive some background information on the project in the mail within the next 
b_w mp rum. Ildmpk_rgml ugjj _jqm `c nmqrcb ml rfc Safmmj®q uc`qgrc dmp rfc bsp_rgml md 
the project, which will continue throughout Term 2 and 3. 
 
Members of the Curriculum Sub-Committee will attend the Parent Meetings of all 
classes in the school during Term 2, to provide information and invite questions and 
discussion. 
 
If you have any queries or suggestions relating to the project please do not hesitate to 
contact the Curriculum Sub-Committee, by emailing curriculum@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
or contacting a committee member directly. The current members are Phillip Robinson 
(chair), Catherine Ross, Margie McAlpine, Karen Brice-Geard and David Stephenson. 
 
CLASS 8 © SEWING 
 
This term half of Class 8 are embarking on the exciting adventure of learning to sew, 
under the expert guidance of one of our Handwork teachers, Sarah Grandison.  From 
past experience we have found that the students gain a lot more from the experience if 
we have another person helping in the lessons; there are lots of sewing machines to 
keep running! We would therefore like to know if there is anyone in our parent 
community who is competent at sewing and would like to volunteer their time from 
10.30am to 12.00 midday on Thursdays to assist Sarah with her classes. Please 
contact David Stephenson either by phone or by emailing 
david.s@raphaelhouse.school.nz if you are interested in this opportunity - it is also a 
great way to get to know the students. 
 

mailto:curriculum@raphaelhouse.school.nz
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UPPER SCHOOL MEETING on CURRICULUM & QUALIFICATIONS Wednesday 28 
April at 7.30pm 
 
Next week, on Wednesday 28 April at 7.30 in the Eurythmy Room, all Upper School 
parents are warmly invited to attend a meeting which will focus entirely on the Upper 
School curriculum and qualifications. This will be an opportunity for the school to 
provide information on the subject and most import_lrjw rm bgqasqq n_pclrq® oscqrgmlq 
and concerns. We encourage you to attend and look forward to a fruitful dialogue on 
this very important topic. 
 
Have an enjoyable weekend.  

Karen Brice-Geard 
School Coordinator/Principal 
 

WE ALSO FAREWELL SHIRLEY-ANNE TH ORNBURY 
 
Shirley has sent this lovely letter for our newsletter. 
 
Kia Ora Tatou 
 
Today is my last day at Raphael House and by the time this is printed, I will have taken 
up my new position at The Correspondence School. 
 
 I want to thank all my colleagues for supporting me over the past 4½ years as an 
English teacher. To date, my time at Raphael House has been the most rewarding 
part of my professional journey, and my decision to leave was not taken lightly. 
However sometimes you need a change to create a different balance in your life.  I 
feel particularly privileged to have been part of the Upper School.  I have enjoyed 
teaching alongside all of the staff to support the achievement of our students.  I 
have worked with highly capable, professional, committed, bright and compassionate 
people in the Steiner community, and received just as much as I have put in.  We 
have worked through some very complex issues together and I personally 
experienced great collegiality throughout my time here. 
 
I feel fortunate to have experienced teaching in the Waldorf system, which was a new 
experience for me, and believe that Raphael House continues to offer something 
significant to students that is not offered in the state system. So I will be glad to share 
my experiences with whomever I meet and if I choose to return to the classroom, this 
is the kind of environment I would seek. 
 
The main thing I will remember is the people. Having worked in private, state and 
Steiner schools, I know that the young people Raphael House produces, are as 
capable as any I have taught, and are well equipped to successfully deal with the next 
stages of their lives. I have loved being part of that and it is the relationships with my 
students that I will miss most.  
 
Arohanui 
Shirley-Anne 



MOUNTAIN BIK E CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Jack Futter, in Class 9, came third in the Downhill event at the National Secondary 
School Mountain Bike Championships. Our congratulations to Jack on this fine 
achievement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHEILA WINN SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL 

The Sheila Winn Shakespeare Festival is being held on Tuesday 27 April at Wellington 
East Girls College at 7.30 pm. 

Callum Brunel is one of the Directors and 8 students from Classes and 11 and 12 will be 
participating. 

Do come and support our students at this event. 

Tickets are $10.00 and $5.00 available from the door.   

FROM THE OFFICE 

 
In response to community requests the Bush Telegraph will be sent home in hard copy 
via the eldest child in your family from next week.  The families who prefer to receive 
their copy by email only, please send this request to the office © 
wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz by Tuesday 27 April. 
 
Lost Property 
 
We have two boxes of lost property left over from last term - an assortment of clothing 
© mainly from the Lower School and Kindergarten.  Could you please call in and collect 
otherwise we will be donating the items to a charity.   
 
Reminder 
 
We have noticed that parents contacting the office as school closes for the day with 
messages for their children concerning after school transport arrangements. Under the 
current system a notice is put in the window at the office with the name of child, so that 
they can call in the office for a message. 
 
We cannot guarantee that your child receive this message.  Please ensure that your 
child is aware of after school transport arrangements prior to coming to school. 

mailto:wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz


ADMINISTRATION UPDATE  
 
As you know there has been a review of admin tasks and this has resulted in staff 
changes. To make life a bit simpler for you we thought we would let you know who is 
doing what....! 

 
Wendy  Daals© Officer Manager and Receptionist  
 
Wendy has been part of the Raphael House staff since January 
2006.  You will find her in the office near the zig-zag steps.  Talk 
to her (or text) if your child is absent. Wendy receipts all money, 
produces the Bush Telegraph, takes Room Bookings and helps 
the teachers and admin staff 
.  Wendy is the friendly voice on the phone when you call. 
 

Wclbw®q fmspq _pc 8.00 © 4.00 pm - Email wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 
Judie  Fishenden© Administrative and Secretarial Assistant 
 
Judie is with Wendy in the office and has been on staff since April 
2007.  Judie is now the secretary to the Board of Trustees and 
carries out secretarial duties for the School.   
 
 
 
 

 
Jsbgc®q fmspq _pc 9.00 © 3.00 pm -  Email judie.f@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 

Chloe Kasoulides © Executive Officer 
 
Chloe is the Executive Officer and joined the School in February 
2008.  She is in the office under the Lower School staffroom in 
the Eurythmy Building.   
 
 
 
 

Chloe is available 9.00 © 3.00 pm- Email chloe.k@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 

Kay Braid © Financial Assistant 
 
Kay is the Financial Assistant she shares the office with Chloe.  If 
you have a query on matters financial please feel free to give her 
a call. Kay has been at Raphael House since 1998.   
 
Kay can be contacted 9.00 © 3.00 pm Term Time Only.  
Email accounts@raphaelhouse.school.nz 

mailto:wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz
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COMMUNITY NOTICES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARENT LIBRARY 

The Parent Library will be open every morning from 8.45 © 9.30 am.  Also we will be 
selling crafts and have a display of Lyrca pencils and art supplies from Hetty Vink (just 
up Tirohanga Road),  So if you are  having your coffee at the Revolutionary Cafe, just 
pop in the library and have a browse. 
 

FUNDRAISER FOR JAPAN TRIP 
 

BD APPLES $10 bag 
Available after school on Friday 30 April 

Orders to Reuben McLaughlin C11 and Danielle Ryan C10 
or his super secretary Lisa (aka Mum) 021 174 2834 

lisapeople@hotmail.com 

Wellington Biodynamic Group 

Seed saving and sowing 

An autumn workshop with Dave Treadwell (of Eco Seeds) 

Saturday 8th M_w _r P_k & Bpsac Ab_kq® d_pk, 564 Mmmpcq V_jjcw Rm_b in 
Wainuiomata. 

10.00 © 12.00 - Dave will give a talk and practical demonstration on seed saving 
and sowing  © take a seedling punnet home with you. 

12.00 © 1.00 -   Lunch: soup and bread provided.  

1.00 © 3.00 -      Fmp rfmqc ufm a_l qr_w _drcp jslaf uc®jj `c fcjngle P_k _lb 
Bruce out by stirring p500 and spreading it, and if there are enough 
ncmnjc uc®jj nsr qmkc n500 bmul dmp _jj md sq dmp lcvr wc_p. 

Wc ­jj _jqm have a look at the Cow Pat Pit we made last Spring. 

Contributions for afternoon tea are welcome. 

Please RSVP for catering to judyrandall@xtra.co.nz or 589 2323. 

The Wellington Biodynamic Group 

 
 
 
New Entertainment Books are available. $60. The School receives $12/book 
sold.  
 

mailto:lisapeople@hotmail.com
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CRAFTING GROUP 
  
Come along on Monday mornings between 8.30 and 11.45 and have a go at crafting. 
We make all sorts of things - felting, knitting, sewing, needle work, wooden toys. This 
year the focus is on doll making. If you have skills in this area please come along and 
pass on what you know or if you would like to learn, this is the place for you.  
  
The Craft group is a wonderful way to explore your creativity with like minded people, 
knowing what you make will be enjoyed by many and bring much needed funds to the 
school. Or call me for ideas if you want to make something but can't get to the group. 
  
See you there 
In the room under class 5 
Jennifer Holdaway - Coordinator 
jenh@paradise.net.nz or 972 3010 
  
 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

All copy, including advertisements, to be at the school office in written form no later than Tuesday 9.00 am the week of 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ Ψ.ǳȅΣ {Ŝƭƭ ƻǊ {ǿŀǇΩ Ϸн-00 per week. Private enterprises and businesses: $5-00 up to 4 lines 
Non-profit organisations may apply for space. No flyers/inserts unless directly related to the school, anthroposophy, or Steiner 
education. Advertisements are placed at the discretion of the College. Publication does not imply endorsement of the activities 
advertised. Advertisements that contravene the Special Character of Waldorf Education will not be considered for publication. 
 
WANTED: Cleaner 2 hours per week.  Belmont Hills.  Contact Victoria 565 © 4061 
 
5 RHYTHMS DANCE:  New class in Wellington.  Sundays 25 April to 23 May and 
Frib_w®q 30 Anpgj _lb 14th May.  For more info see www.5rhythms.co,nz or phone Julie 
(Class 8 and 11 parent) on 565 3304. 
 
HOUSE FOR RENT:  We are leaving Wellington so our lovely 3 bedroom house in Hill 
Road, Belmont Hills (close to Raphael House) is available to rent.  Great views and large 
sunny section with well established organic vege garden. Suit keen gardener. Phone 
Suzanne on 565-4067. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School 
27 Matuhi Street, Tirohanga, Lower Hutt 5010 
Telephone: 64 4 569 5161 Fax 64 4 569 4860 

E-mail wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
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