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                       BUSH TELEGRAPH 
 
 
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends, 
 
Teacher Only Day 
Thank you for your support in enabling the Teachers to 
have their Teacher Only Day last Monday 17th May. The 
day was an extremely productive one which allowed for a 
real, uninterrupted focus on the Curriculum. 
 
Curriculum Group 
Last term the teachers formed a Curriculum Group who 
meet weekly and are active in curriculum development 
work relating to the whole School. The Group has been 
focusing on the principles which underpin curriculum 
decision making in the school and will be working with all 
of the teachers on this in teacher meetings over this 
term. The Group is also guiding the ongoing process of 
reviewing our Raphael House curriculum in line with the 
New Zealand Curriculum. 
 
The New Zealand Curriculum (NZC) embodies many 
elements which fit extremely well with the Steiner 
curriculum. For example, it gives greater freedom than the 
previous Ministry of Education curriculum documents to 
be creative across learning areas © a hallmark of Steiner 
education and a key aspect of M ain Lesson teaching. In 
_bbgrgml, rfc ­icw amkncrclagcq® md rfc NZC _pc _ ncpdcar 
k_raf ugrf rfc ­bctcjmnkclr_j os_jgrgcq® ufgaf ucpc 
developed jointly by the Steiner Schools involved in 
Steiner Certificate development work over recent years. 
  
As part of our recent Teacher Only Day the Upper 
School teachers looked in detail at the way the learning 
areas of the New Zealand Curriculum are structured and 
continued to evaluate how our School curriculum covers 
rfcqc jc_plgle _pc_q _lb rfc ­jc_plgle qrp_lbq® rf_r psl 
through them. The teachers also worked in groups in 
their subject areas to discuss and document the essence 
of what we as a school aim to bring to the students and 
our rationale for this. 
 
 
 

IMPORTANT DATES  
 

24 May © 7.30 pm 
Class 3 Parent  
Class 9 Parent  
Meetings 
 
27 May © 7.30 pm 
Class 11 Parent Meeting 
 
31 May © 7.00 pm 
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 
 
2 June - 1.30 - 3.00 pm 
Cross Country - Classes 5 
to 12 
 
3 June © 7.30 pm 
Class 8 Parent Meeting 
 
7 June Queens Birthday 
Holiday 
 
11 June 
Talent Show 
 
14 June © 7.30 pm 
Class Representatives 
Meeting 
 
21 June © 
Mid Winter Festival 
 
25 June © 
End of Term 
 
19 July - 
Term 3  
 
 
 
 
 



Upcoming events 
The Festival Group are now busily preparing for our Mid-Winter Festival which will 
be celebrated on Monday,  21 June. 
 
The Upper School Talent Show  will be held on Friday, 11 June remember to 
purchase your tickets from the Office. 
 
Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. 
 
Karen Brice-Geard 
School Coordinator/Principal 
 
 
 

FROM THE OFFICE 

Late Arrival Procedures 
 
A reminder to all families to please ensure your child/student arrives at school on 
time for the start of the school day.  We have been tracking attendance over the 
last few weeks and on average there are between 20 and 35 children/students 
arriving late each day! 
 
Lost Property  
 
Reminder that all the lost property that has been collected over the last term will be 
sent to Charity next week. 
 
Parent Handbook 
 
The remaining chapters of the Parent Handbook are being sent out at the end of 
this week. 
 
Please ensure that you take time to read the Late and Absentee System, the Upper 
School and Lower School Dress Codes which have been updated.   
 
All new families to Raphael House including Kindergarten and Class 8 can collect 
their Parent Handbook Folder from next Tuesday from the Office. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LOWER SCHOOL NEWS 

Lower School Community Survey on National Standards 
 
Thank you to all those who have taken the time to complete the Lower School 
survey that was distributed via email earlier this term. Though quite a few forms 
have been returned, either electronically to me or in hard copy to Wendy in the 
Office, I feel that the number of forms we have received is insufficient to give us 
real confidence in adopting an approach to National Standards. For this reason, I 
have pushed the due date out to Friday, 28 May (week 6), and ask that those who 
have not completed the survey please find a few minutes to do so. 
 
Rckck`cp, gd rfc «pcrspl `w ck_gj¬ jgli ml rfc bmaskclr gql®r umpigle, wms a_l npglr 
it out and send it in to Wendy in the Office. If you are a parent or caregiver of a 
child currently in the Lower School and for some reason have not received a form, 
please email me at robin.h@raphaelhouse.school.nz or pick up and fill out a hard 
copy from the Office. 
 
Thanks in advance for your time! 
Robin 
 
Lower School Community Meeting 
 
Ar j_qr rcpk®q amkkslgrw kccrgle I kclrgmlcb rf_r rfcpc umsjb `c _ Lmucp Safmmj 
Cmkkslgrw kccrgle rfgq rcpk rm bgqasqq msp qafmmj®q _nnpm_af rm _qqcqqkclr _lb 
reporting in relation to the National Standards. This meeting will no longer be 
taking place this term, but will be later in the year. In the Lower School we have been 
doing a lot of work on formalizing msp qafmmj®q _qqcqqkclr _lb pcnmprgle npmep_k, 
and exploring ways of satisfying National Standards requirements without 
compromising our Waldorf principles. Though we will not be able to settle upon an 
approach to National Standards until survey information has been analysed, we 
have decided to give out brief written reports against the National Standards for 
classes 4 to 7 at parent/teacher meetings later this term, thereby complying, at 
least in the interim, at those class levels. This involves no additional formal 
assessment, and fits in fairly comfortably with our parent/teacher interview 
program that is already in place, but does pcnpcqclr _l glapc_qc gl rc_afcpq® 
workloads this term. 
 
Teachers Only Day 
 
The Lower School spent the largest part of the recent Teachers Only Day looking 
at how we assess and report on writing in the Lower School. We worked together 
on the writing progressions provided by the Ministry of Education, and analysed 
writing samples from classes 4 to 7 against those progressions. This work will 
improve our understanding of the writing progressions, help us identify significant 
differences between those progressions and our own expectations as a Waldorf 
qafmmj, fcjn sq gbclrgdw qrsbclrq® jc_plgle lccbq _lb lcvr jc_plgle qrcnq, _lb ugjj 
bring consistency amongst Lower School teachers as to how writing is assessed 
and reported on 

mailto:robin.h@raphaelhouse.school.nz


 

UPPER SCHOOL NEWS 

 
The Annual Talent Show is coming up on the 11 June. 
 
Tickets are now on sale at the Office. 
 
Students $5.00  
Adults $10.00  
Family Ticket (2 Adults and 2 Children) $25.00. 
 
This will be a fantastic night full of great entertainment for everyone from Class 7 
and upwards. 
 
We look forward to seeing your there. 
 
From Class 11 Students                 
 
 
                                                                         
                                                
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES UPDATE 

Last week our school played its part in one of the largest and most significant 
democratic processes in New Zealand.  Over 2,000 School communities around 
the country selected a group of people to govern their school for the next three 
years.  
 
Following the election the Board is comprised of the following trustees 
(alphabetical): 
 
Anne-Marie Beeler 
Karen Brice-Geard 
Paul Denford 
Ruby Harrison © Student Representative 
Richard Howard 
Chris Penman 
Phillip Robinson © Staff Representative 
Carolyn van Leuven 
Adrian von Aesch 
 
Tfcpc gq mlc t_a_law dmp rfc npmnpgcrmp®q rpsqr rm dgjj. Tfc Board Secretary is Judie 
Fishenden. Chloe Kasoulides (Executive Officer) and Ken Wilson (LSM) also attend 
board meetings. 
 
Many thanks to Glen McCauley, Catherine Ross and Toni Weir for their 
commitment and their many contributions over the last several years. I would also 
like to thank all those that put their names forward and were not elected this time. 
There are many ways open for you to participate, for example in specific mandate 
areas.  
 
This was the first time that we used Canterbury Education Services © CES to run 
the election process. We would be interested to hear from you how CES performed. 
Was the process clear and easy to follow?  
 
Tfc lcu Bm_pb®q dgpqr kccrgle ugjj `e on Monday 31 May at 7pm in the Heide 
Werth room. If you have any questions about the Board you may contact me at 
chair@raphaelhouse.school.nz. 
 
Adrian von Aesch 
Chair Board of Trustees 
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PARENT, TEACHER AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

 
Nominations are invited for the Committee of the Raphael House Parent, Teacher 
and Friends Association. 
 
The Committee shall consist of not less than six and not more than eight Parent 
Members of the Association and one Teacher Representative (to be nominated by 
the Faculty). 

A reminder that nominations are invited for the Committee of the Raphael House 
Parent, Teacher and Friends Association. 

You must have children enrolled in the School to sit on the committee or vote in the 
election. 

Should you require a Nomination Form they are available from the Office.  
Nominations close at 7.30 pm on Friday, 28 May, 2010. (Please place completed 
forms in the box in the Office). 

Voting and Results of the Election 

If the number of nominees is the same as, or less than, the number of vacancies 
then the nominees will be declared elected.  If there are more nominations than 
vacancies then voting forms will be sent out on Thursday, 3 June 2010.  The poll 
will then close at 7.15 pm on Tuesday, 22 June 2010.  The Returning Officer will 
count the votes and results will be declared at the Annual General Meeting on 
Tuesday 22 June 2010. 

The PTFA, would like to congratulate the elected Board of Trustee members, Phillip 
Robinson, Carolyn van Leuven, Anne-Marie Beeler, Chris Penman and Richard 
Howard.  

 

SHARING OUR SUCCESSES 

 
Thank you to all parents who helped with the Kindergarten Working Bee last 
weekend you have really made a difference! 
 

 
 

 
Congratulations to Luke Boyd who won Gold medal (Under 36kg Junior Boys) in the 
Wellington Open Judo Championships last weekend.  
 
 
 
 



 
        SPORTS NEWS 

Dear Community, 
 
We have some students desperately wanting to play Cricket in Term 4 of 2010 and 
Term 1 of 2011.  This would be the upper school students as it is organised 
through College Sport. 
 
There is no formal junior cricket competition organisation; however parents can 
enrol their children in a local club, of which there are plenty:  
Hutt,  Petone and Naenae etc. 
 
So, is there anyone out there who would be interested to Coach and or M anage a 
senior Cricket team?  
 
The Henderson Family are willing to Manage the team if we do not find an offer, 
however they are already managing the Basketball team and it would be helpful if 
there was another offer. 
 
Many t hanks, 
Erica Kirby 
Sports Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SPORTS DRAW- WEEK ENDING 23 MAY 

 
NETBALL 
 
Team: Vs: Place: Date & 

Time: 
Golden Lions    Class 5&6    No Game 
Golden Lions   Class 5&6    No Game 
Raphael  House 2  
(Collegiate 8)  Class 7&8 

Sacred Heart 16  Wainui /Court 3  Sat 22  
12pm 

Raphael House 1 (Collegiate 
5)  Class 9 & 10 

Chilton 10  SHC /Court 2 Sat 22  
12pm 

 
BASKETBALL  
 
Team: Vs: Place: Time: 
RH Hotshots      
Class 5  Mixed   
Primary  

EH Magic Walter Nash Stadium 1 Thursday 20   
6pm  

RH Falcons     Class 
7  Mixed Intermediate 

AIS Rookies  Walter Nash Stadium 1 Wed 19     4.15pm 

Senior Boys (Division 
4 Pool 2) 

Tawa Tawa Fri  21   6pm 

 
 
SOCCER 
 
Team: Vs: Place: Time: 
Senior Boys Wellington College 

8 
Sladden Sat 22   10.45am 

 
HOCKEY  
 
Team: Vs: Place: Time: 
Raphael  Senior 
Boys     

Fraser HIBS  Thurs 20   5pm  

 

 



 
 
 

 

RESULTS:  For Week Ending 16 May 2010 
 
NETBALL 
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
Golden Lions    (Primary 7)       
Class 5&6 

Eastern Hutt  -- 

Golden Lions    (Primary 7)       
Class 5&6 

Korokoro  -- 

Raphael  House  
(Collegiate 8)  Class 7&8 

HVHS 11 HVHS11    37-11 

Raphael House  (Collegiate 
5)  Class 9 & 10 

St Oran's 8 RH 32 - 14 

 
BASKETBALL  
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
RH Hotshots      Class 5  
Mixed   Primary  

St P&P Pistons -- 

RH Falcons     Class 7  
Mixed Intermediate 

BYE -- 

Senior Boys (Division 4 
Pool 2) 

Mana 2 Mana 64 - 52 

 
SOCCER 
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
Raphael House Senior 
Boys 

Wainuiamata Raphael House 4 -0  

 
HOCKEY  
 
Team: Vs: Result: 
Raphael  Senior Boys     Rongatai Raphael House 4 -0  
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 



 
COMMUNITY NOTICES  

 
Mid -Winter Festival Workshop 

Thursday 3 June 5pm 

 On Thursday the 3rd of June the Festival Group would like to invite Parents and 
Caregivers to join with the College in our preparation for the Matariki Mid-Winter 
Festival. Our intention for this evening is to inspire within our whole community the 
spirit of Mid -Winter and to develop a communal consciousness that will strengthen 
this full community festival on Monday 21st of June. 

We will begin in the Eurythmy Room at 5pm with a brief picture of the spirit of Mid-
Winter, and will then sing the M idwinter Festival songs together, in preparation for 
the festival. We will then divide into smaller groups and go to classrooms for a 
range of practical mid-winter activities, including, sculpture, craft, and painting. 
Through these practical activities we will explore the spirit of Mid-winter and open 
our senses to its nature. Note that this is an adult event only. 

 
 
 

    
THE REVOLUTIONARY CAFE  

Thursday mornings at the bus garage. Come along and have a coffee 
(or tea) for a $ donation, chat with friends old and new, share 
ideas...    
 

 
 
 
 
 
"What you can do, or dream you can do, begin it!  Boldness has genius, magic and 
power in it.  Begin it now!" 
Goethe. 
  

 
 
WEDNESDAY LUNCHES  
 
Every Wednesday, there will be Curry and Rice available for a delicious lunch from 
the Eurythmy  Room kitchen. This is a fundraiser lunch for the Japanese, language 
students going to Japan.  $3.00 curry and rice per plate. 
 
 
 
 
 

Quote of 
the Week 



 
FRIDAY LUNCHES  
 
Olivia and Lucy, Class 9 are selling school lunches on Fridays - Pasta $3.00, Apple 
Crumble $2.50 Raising money towards their German Exchanges. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
SUN FLOWER CAFE 
 
 
We the Sunflower Cafe (run by the Dawn Trust) come to Raphael House on 
Monday and Tuesday lunch time.   
 
MENU  
Paninis 
 
Chicken and Apricot Panini    $3.00  
Roast Vegetable Panini     $3.00  
Rocket, Tomato, Feta Panini    $3.00  
 
Muffins and cakes/slices occasionally  $1.50 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ADULT EDUCATION 
CORNER OF THOUGHT 

 
The followgle gq cvrp_arcb dpmk «Tfc Jmsplcw¬ dmjbcp gl rfc qcargml «Ssnnmprgle 
Ymsp Cfgjb®q Jmsplcw¬. 
 
The ideal Waldorf School community is born in the interests of the children, for 
their benefit, but ultimately all involved are enriched through living within it. 
 
A child who is fully supported in their educational journey by their parents will do 
well in school no matter their physical or intellectual faculties.  The support of the 
parents is crucial not only to the healthy growth of the individual child but also to 
the whole class.   
 
A student of any age rests securely when they know their parents are sure in their 
choice of school, and when the education has become as much a part of the 
n_pclrq® jgtcq _q gr gq n_pr md rfc afgjb®q. 
 
 In such a scenario parents and teachers work together to support the child to grow 
to their full potential as he or she progresses from kindergarten child to young 
adult. 
 
This is a wonderful gift to give to any child, yet it is a gift that belongs to a whole 
community - a community centered on a group of children.   
 
When such a community arises all the children are enriched by it and so are the 
adults.  Many hearts support the children in their journey, and they are 
strengthened as a result of this powerful force.  A common expectation can arise 
that brings form and natural discipline to the children and in which the adults can 
rest securely knowing that their children are safely nurtured by all with whom they 
have contact. 
 
Pgtmr_j rm qsnnmprgle wmsp afgjb®q hmsplcw _pc rfc P_pclrq® Evenings.  This is where 
the educational and developmental overview is given and often there is an 
opportunity to share observations and concerns. Sharing is important, for this is 
fmu wms bgqamtcp wms _pc lmr _jmlc, _lb rf_r wmsp afgjb®q `cf_tgmsp k_w `c part 
of a developmental stage.  Sometimes a parent with older children or the class 
teacher may be able to offer insights, sometimes you will, and all will learn from 
these sharing conversations.  You will be able to discuss issues openly and 
honestly and build common guidelines for events that your child may be involved in 
such as sleepovers or birthday parties.  This is an opportunity for mutual support © 
take nothing for granted. 
 
A healthy community shares, supports and reflects back to one another.  If the 
positives are held strongly, then constructive criticism may be heard.  Working 
together for the good of the children, parents and teacher can forge a new 
community that dwells within the larger school community and everyone is 
celebrated for their special gifts and abilities and for simply being themselves.       



    
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

All copy, including advertisements, to be at the office in written form no later than Tuesday 9.00 am the week of 
ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ /ƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ Ψ.ǳȅΣ {Ŝƭƭ ƻǊ {ǿŀǇΩ Ϸн-00 per week. Private enterprises and businesses: $5-00 up to 4 
lines Non-profit organisations may apply for space. No flyers/inserts unless directly related to the school, anthroposophy, 
or Steiner education. Advertisements are placed at the discretion of the College. Publication does not imply endorsement 
of the activities advertised. Advertisements that contravene the Special Character of Waldorf Education will not be 
considered for publication. 
 

 
 

 
     RIDE: Student (16 years old) seeking regular ride 

weekdays from Tirohanga to Wellington City 
between 9 - 10am mornings and return between 
4-6pm afternoons. Assistance for either journey 
appreciated. We can pay petrol money.   

 Tel:  5661506  
  

 
 

WANTED:  French Family from New Caledonia joining the Steiner 
Community soon is looking for a small house (3 - 4 bedrooms) near the 
School in Belmont/Lower Hutt for Term 3 (and possibly Term 4) 2010.  
(We don't smoke and have no dog).  A furnished flat would be better if 
possible. E-mail : inhosna@mls.nc 

 
WANTED: Help in any way with week or weekend accommodation 24 May ©  
14 June for my Class 2 _lb KG1 afgjbpcl®q d_rfcp ufm gq tgqgrgle rfck dpmk rfc UK. 
Maybe house sitting or fully furnished house/unit for low rent, even lodging? If you 
can help us, please call me Suzanne on 04-528-6754 or 0274 629833. 
 
 
 

GARDENING:   We have what you need! Rotten 
bales of hay for only $3.00 and horse manure ! 
Come with a trailer and load yourself up. 

If you would like to make your garden grow 
beautifully. Call Danielle on 587 0336   

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:inhosna@mls.nc


WANTED: Rolls, rolls and more rolls..... Please.  We would 
love to have cardboard rolls from cooking paper, foil, cling 
film, handy towels etc.  (No toilet paper ones thanks) for our 
wonderful Toy, Craft and Food  Fair Christmas Crackers. 
 
Please leave them in the box provided in the Office.  We can 
never have too many! 
 
Many thanks, 
 
Elizabeth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLIDAY:  One week holiday accommodation available in Taupo at the Phoenix 
Resort.  From  Friday 24/9/2010 to Friday 1/10/2010. Just been refurbished, one 
bedroom unit which sleeps four. A fully equipped kitchen, DVD, internet, etc and a 
private thermal hot tub.  Across the road from the lake. Very cheap!  $750. Pay it 
off between now and when you go! Phone Colin 033254136 or 027 4430431 
 

 
 
 
FOR SALE: Delicious Free Range Eggs $5.00 per dozen 
Pick-up Fridays outside Bus Garage.  Please order by email  
fiona.angus@ymail.com by the Friday prior to pickup. 
Funds raised are for Frasers' exchange to Austria 
Empty cartons appreciated. 
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 GREETINGS FROM STEINER SCHOOLS IN NEW ZEALAND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taikura Rudolf Steiner and Queenswood Schools 
  

 
 

Qsccl®q Bgprfb_w Wcciclb Rcslgml 
 

Celebrating 90 years since Queenswood opened 
 

and 
 

60 years of Rudolf Steiner education in Hastings 
 

Further information: 
www.taikurasteiner.school.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Class 3 teacher vacancy at Te Ra Waldorf School, Raumati South 
 
We are looking for an enthusiastic Waldorf Class Teacher for our well 
established class 3. State and Waldorf qualification/experience, a love 
for children and a sense of humour are essential. We are a state 
integrated primary Waldorf School with a strong commitment to 
working out of the anthroposophical picture of child development and a 
creative delivery of the Waldorf Curriculum. The position is vacant as of 
Term 3 2010. Long term relieving until the end of 2010 is a possibility.  
 
Please contact Doris Zuur on ph. 299-0813 or e-mail  
doris@tera.school.nz for more information and/or a job 
description/application form.  
 
  

mailto:doris@tera.school.nz


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School 
27 Matuhi Street, Tirohanga, Lower Hutt 5010 
Telephone: 64 4 569 5161 Fax 64 4 569 4860 

E-mail wendy.d@raphaelhouse.school.nz 
 

Dunedin Rudolf Steiner School 
PRINCIPAL © FACULTY CHAIR 
 
We seek an experienced leader to guide our integrated school through a 
period of growth. Our site in Maia, on the Dunedin 
 
Harbour, houses two kindergartens, playgroups, and a full primary 
school offering a full Steiner curriculum to classes 1-7. 
 
The position is for a teaching Principal, with a primary faculty of 3 other 
teachers and a school roll of around 40. The successful applicant will: 
 
| Bc n_qqgml_rc _lb ilmujcbec_`jc _`msr Srcglcp cbsa_rgml. 
| Bc cvncpgclacb _lb qigjjcb gl qafmmj k_l_eckclr. 
| H_tc _ qmslb ilmujcbec md asppclr qr_lb_pbq gl asppgasjsk _lb 
assessment. 
| Bc amkkitted to student achievement and helping students to reach 
their full human potential. 
| H_tc jc_bcpqfgn cvncpgclac _lb `c amkdmpr_`jc ugrf jc_bgle gl _ qk_jj 
school environment. 
| Pmqqcqq rfc qigjjq rm cl_`jc rfc qafmmj rm epmu  
| H_tc cvacjjclr amkkslga_tion skills to build effective relationships with 
msp qafmmj®q amkkslgrw. 
 
An information pack is available from: 
 
Executive Officer 
Dunedin Rudolf Steiner School 
1 Fern Road 
Maia 
Dunedin 
Phone (03) 471-2163 
Fax (03) 471-2164 
office@dunedin.steiner.school.nz 
www.dunedin.steiner.school.nz 
Applications close 15 June. 
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