Weekly Newsletter of Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School
3 April 2009
Dear Parenis, Caregivers and Friends

Easter and the school holidays are fast approaching us and preparations for our
Easter Festival are well underway. The whole Schoal will gather next Thursday
morning to celebrate this Festival and Schoo! will finish at 12.30pm, the buses will
leave 1.00pm sharp.

Dave Haswell, the bus driver for the Lower Hutt, Upper Hutt run, will sadly be
leaving Runcimans next week. Dave has been the bus driver for our School for
many years and has worked for Runcimans for 13 years. He is highly thought of
and respected by many students, parents and teachers of our school. We would
like to acknowledge and thank him for his work, commitment and care of our
students over the years, There will be a farewell for Dave at the Lower School
assembly on Monday 6" April and a group of parents is kindly organizing a
morning tea for him.

Jo Llewellyn has been carrying the role of Sports Co-ordinator this term while we
looked for someone to take over. Phoebe Lippiett has agreed to take on this role
and will be involved from the beginning of Term 2. A huge ‘thank you' to Jo for all
your hard work, commitment and energy in setting up and organizing many
enjoyable events for our students this term. Jo has kindly offered to bein a
supporting role for Phoebe over the coming term while she finds her feet.

Wishing you an enjoyable weekend,

Karen Brice-Geard

School Co-ordinator/Principal

On behalf of the College of Teachers: Ray Shore, David Stephenson, Norbert
Muthclland, Adam Ricketts and Margaret Sweaney.



FROM THE OFFICE

@ If you are a new parent/caregiver to the School this 2009 year, and you
have received your Parent Handbook in the post last week, please come to
the Lower Office for a folder. New students who started from Te Ra this
year (Class 8) please come and collect a folder. This is free to new parents.
If existing parents require a new folder, the cost is $10.00.

@ Re: The update of Student information form sent out last week. Thank you
to the 37 families who have returned forms to the Lower Office. Keep them
coming in, 100% return is expected.

The Board of Trustees met on Monday 23rd March for its monthly meeting. The
primary topic of discussion at the meeting was the School budget for 2009. |
regret to advise that the pledged donations from the community (received fhrough
the Trust) are insufficient to allow the School to offer the current fevel of services.
Consequently, the Board have approved a budget which will require cuts to the
schaaoling offered to our children. We have deferred the implementation of any
changes for 8 weeks fo allow for consultation with the Staff and community.

A cammunity meeﬁng to discuss the finances of the School has been scheduled for
Wednesday May 13", the third week back in Term 2.

More information will be provided before the end of Term along with details of the
community meeting. The next Board meeting is scheduled for 27th April in the
Heidi-Werth room at 7pm.

Glen McCauley, on behalf of the Board of Trustees

The School was delighted to be offered an array of office furniture by Marc
Futter. These spoils of an office move are gratefully received. Thanks, for thinking
of us, Marc.

After we have met staff and student needs, we hope to be able to offer some items
to the community. We will advertise this in the BT, next term.

Also my special thanks to Martin Orme for his willing help and his sturdy truck,
which enabled me to collect the furniture in the tight time frame required.

Alan Chapman, Resource Manager



SCHOOL FUNDRAISING

The ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS are backll
The School earns 20% ($11) from each sale.

They're back purchase your brand new 2009-2010 Entertainment book now to
receive over $10,000.00 in valuable offers, valid through to 1 June 2010. At the
same fime, you help your community fundraising. Still only $55.00 each.

Orders are now being taken in the Lower Office or contact: Alan Chapman,
569 5161; email: alan.c @raphaelhouseschoolnet.nz Special bonus offers are
available for the first 5 orders received!lThis includes restaurant meals, + much
mare.

ADULT EDUCATION

Please take a close look at the enclosed Adult Education programme for next term
and put the dates on your calendar. We have a wonderful variety of speakers and
topics to tempt you with. Look forward to seeing you there.

The Adult Education Group

COMMUNITY NOTICES

#® We have found a Key hanging on class 9 door handle. {lf could be a person
using the Music Room one weekend. Please ring the Lower Office 569 5161

Some of our Class 11 students have been rehearsing a scene from
Shakespeare’'s Othello to perform in the 2009 University of Otago Sheilah
Winn Festival of Shakespeare in Schools. They will be performing their scene on
Tuesday 7th April at Wellington East Girls’ College. The performances start at
7pm and tickets are sold at the door at a cost of $8.00 (adults) and $5.00
(students). Please come along and support them!

MALCOLM BAXTER SPECIALIST ADVISOR
TO RAPHAEL HOUWSE STEINER SCHOOL
Parents will be becoming aware that | have been contracted by the Board of

Trustees to assist the School as a Specialist Advisor. This has come about from

the Board of Trustees requesting help and advice from the Ministry of Education.

| work independently. My background has been in education, as a teacher and a
Principal of @ number of schools. | have also worked for the Ministry of Education.



In 2
con

006 | retired, and since then have worked in @ number of schools offering
tract services to help them become robust education facilities providing quality

education in 3 well-functioning environment.

My contract currently sets out the following outcomes | will work to achieve. They

are.

1.

b.

To clarify roles and responsibilities of the Board of Trustees, the Board of
Proprietors, and the College of Teachers. Outcomes of this will be reported to
the parents,

To institute school-wide self-review practices that will inform the strategic
priorities so that funding needs can be aligned.

To build greater robustness in Board processes, policies and procedures,
employment and personnel matters to ensure fransparency, and involve
community consultation and communication.

To investigate parental concerns and issues, and where found to have validity,
to ensure they are addressed.

To review and improve Board operations so that self-review and reporfing on
Board and school operations are more readily communicated to parents and
relationships between the different groups within the schoot is strengthened.

To address any further identified actions as agreed with the BOT.

| welcome contact from parents and am happy to meet with you. Please feel free
to contact me directly. My contact details are: Phone 479 9252, Cell 027 4626 252

em

ail: maicalm.baxter @xira.co.nz

A LEAF FROM ROS MCSWEENEY

We are leaving Raphael House in these holidays for the rest
of the year, and | was thinking what my three children have
gained from their time in school. Well, they've learned
through beauty, love, poetry, song, rhythm and colour and
have gained from that a passion for learning.

There have been many exciting and demanding camps which
have left them exceedingly confident in their physical and
social abilities.

Our community has left an imprint on their souls of how
nurturing close friendships can be.

When my older children transferred out of our School it was
a bit bumpy at first. Quite quickly they created for
themselves a safe, happy and very supportive environment
where they have been keen fo excel in their chosen inferests,

using their learning’s from Raphael House. So all in all | feel that their early
schooling has been excellent, healthy and holistic, and helped them create a

con

fidence in themselves and their abilities.



WHAT'S ON
SOFTEARTH WOOL CRAFTS

The enchanted world of needle felting. Encounters to warm the heart and spirit.
Waldorf inspired needle felt art. Come and visit me at my stall at the New Dowse
45 Laings Road LH af craft 2.0. Easter craft fair Saturday 11™ April 10-3pm.
Beautiful needle felt fingers, pictures, booklets, Autumn Acorn family’s birds. Al

original and made of pure New Zealand Wool. Cash and cheque sales only. No
cftnos. See you there diEEEEICEEEIE L7

YMCA CAMP KAITOKE

Art camp, horse camp, traditional Y-camp, and that's just this April at YMCA Camp
Kaitokel Every holiday, YMCA Camp Kaitoke runs residential camps, as well as
off-site trips for older campers. Camps are packed full of great activities including
kayaking, archery, all camp games, and campfires. We also have specialty camps
coming up this year including Ski camp, Music Racks camp, Top Chef, and Camp
Apprentice o keep campers busy and active. For more information, contact Emily

on (04) 526 733 Gy

ARTS A

GO GOl NOW OFFERS AN 'IMPROVE” DRAMA CLASS
For students in years 7-9! Enrol now for Term 2/

% You may be familiar with the style from TV's "Whose Line is it anyway?” or
Theatresports. Students develop creativity, strong stage awareness and
performance skills through the discipline and fun of “improve. One evening a
week during the term, 6.45-8.00pm. The class is taken by a former NZ
Universities National Champion team member, and professional
immprovector. Venue: YMCA, Trentham, Upper Hutt. For more information
on this, or other Arts a Go Gol Classes please see: www.artsagogo.conz or

phone e
5 - RHYTHMS DANCE CLASSES

Starting in Wellington Sunday 5™ April and coming soon to Lower Hutt, Suitable
for everyone! (awsiewrmsmen O er S S
m‘ : .



GREEN LIVING, 115 JACKSON ST IN PETONE

Exciting new range of craft supplies including natural play dough, wooden rolling
pins, natural pencils, beeswax crayons, paint brushes, felt flowers and lots of other
crafty bits.

We also stock EcoTankas, stainless steel drink bottles, 50ml and 600mi,
perfect size for school and 800ml adult size too. Craft activities every Sunday
suitable 3-6 year olds, 1-3pm ($4 per child) starts 15 March (next to the Palace
Cacafét 115 Jackson SH. : <!

THE SWISH DISH HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

295 Jackson Street Petone 04 939 1979

Our Holiday programme will run: 1st Week 2nd Week
Easter Monday Mon 20 April
Tue 14 April Tue 21 April
e Wed 15 April 3 Wed 22 April
Thur 16 April Thur 23 April
Fri 17 April Fri 24 April

We will offer discounted items for the morning sessions which are between 9.30am
and mid-day. Bookings are essential and parents need to accompany children
under 7 yrs. The only cost to your child is what they choose ta paint as tuition;
painting, glazing and firing are included in the purchase price.

We have a new email address.
Let us know what you think
theswishdish @gmail.com

IS5ING

CLASSIFIED ADVERT

A . , -
All copy. including advertisements, to be at the school office in written form no later than Tuesday 9.00 am the week of
publication. Classified Advertising ‘Buy, Sell or Swap’ $2-00 per week. Private enterprises and businesses: $5-00 up to 4 lines
{one column width); Non-profit organisations may apply for space. No flyers/inserts unless directly related to the schoal,
anthroposophy, or Steiner education. Advertisements are placed at the discretion of the College. Publication does not imply
endorsement of the activities advertised. Advertisements that contravene the Special Character of Waldorf Education will not be
considered for publication.

2

Y A & ’
HORSE FOR SALE Selling my beautiful 5 year old TB mare. Paris is a lovely
15.4.hh horse with a lot of potential; needs experienced rider. 1 am also selling all
my horse gear, new saddle, halter, brushes and more. If interested please selaliiii

P e




REPORT OF THE PARENTS ASSOCIATION STEERING -GRO\J'

To The Raphael House School Community concerning the results of the recent
Questionnaire sent out to ascertain the possibility of establishing a Parents’
Assaociation,

30 March 2009
Dear Raphael House School Community

Thank you for responding to the recent questionnaire sent out by the Parents’
Association Steering Group. Our intention was to reach as many of the 5chool
community as possible. Despite our attempt o be inclusive, it is possible we did not
manage to contact everyone with an connection fo the school. Nevertheless, the
results have given a clear picture of the wishes of the community.

102 completed forms were returned. 2 late arrivals are not included in data. Three
quarters were received as hard copy and one quarter were received via e-mail.
While we do not know exactly how many households or families are represented by
the responses, we are reasonably confident that they represent about half of the
active School community.

A significant number of detailed comments were received on the response forms,
not all of which were directly related to the work of the Steering Group. All
comments have been anonymously recorded, however and are being safely held
until such time as a Parents’ Association is formed, when they will be passed on.
There are many excellent ideas and suggestions within these comments. The
indications are that there is a wealth of parental energy, ideas and opportunities
that can be mobilised in the interests of the School and the education that we all
value so highly.

Of these 100 respondents:
Are you a parent?

87 - Yes, 22 - Upper School, 24 - Lower School, 10 - Kindy, 31 - more than one of
the above. '

¥
Do you support the school on other grounds?
6 - Yes

Do you think there should be a parent’s assaciation?

88 - Yes



5 - No

7 - No response fo the question

Are you a member of the schoal’s staff?

14 - Yes

Should the PA be formal or infarmal?

69 - Would like to see the Parent's Association formally constituted
21 - Think the Parent’s Assaociation should be informally convened
10 - No response

Would you take part in the association?

46 - Yes

46 - No

8 - Not sure or no response

What should the main focus or role of the Assaociation be?

56 - Social activities

44 - Educational activities

78 - Advocacy and support

57 - Fundraising

16 - Other: Interesting comments for future reference

30 - Wanted all1, 2,3 & 4

Specifically, which of the following activities would you like to see the Association
engage in?

67 - Social and cultural events
63 - The Toy, Food & Craft Fair
54 - Discussions on Waldorf education

48 - Adult education activities



62 - Support for class teachers

71 - Parent representation

69 - Suppur’r.for parents in raising and solving issues with the school
17 - Other: Interesting comments for future reference
32-Wantedall1,2,3,4,56,7

Further Analysis

Of the 14 school staff who filled in the form,

14 - Want the parents association

10 - Think it should be formally constituted

2 - Think it should be informally convened

7 - Are also parents

3 - Are parents who want fo join the association?
Of the 100 respondents who filled in the form

33 - Think there should be an association and it should be formally constituted
and they would participate in it.

28 - Think there should be an association and it should be formally constituted but
they would not participate in it.

10 - Think there should be an association and it should be informaliy convened
and they would participate in it.

8 - Think there should be an association and it should be informally convened but
they would not participate in it.

5 - Do not think there should be a Parents’ Assaciation.
The remainder did not answer the combination of these three questions.

CONCLUSIONS A Parents’ Association is clearly wished for in the form of a
formally constituted association with an elected committee. There is an indication
of good participation and high interest. There are also some clear indications of
the matters people would like the Association to focus on.



Around 75% of respondents would like to see some sort of combination of parents,
teachers, friends and past parents invalved but no management and no parents
elected to other bodies in the school being eligible for election to the Parents’
Assoaciation Cammittee, though they would all be welcome to join the association.
This point is an overall picture of the comments received relating to who should be
able to join the Parents’ Association and is not precise.

It seems clear that a constitution and clear rules of procedure will be required to
enable the work of the Association to proceed smoothly.

In light of the above, our conclusion is that a formally-constituted Parents,
Teachers and Friends Assaciation should be formed.

The Steering Group will now draft a constitution and rules of procedure, drawing
on ather relevant models. The draft constitution and rules of procedure will be sent
out to parents for consideration. The Steering Group will be meeting at 7.30 p.m.
on 28 April 2009 in the rooms of the Anthroposophical Society to finalize the

proposed constitution and rules. Anyone wishing fo contribute is welcome to
attend on this date.

The full results of the survey document will be available in the Steering Group
Folder in the Parent's Library.

Regards the Steering Group

Rachel Clarke, Jacqui D'Ath, Marie Deery, Lut Hermans, Richard Howard, Kym
Kiddie, Helen Lewis, Philip Mirkin, Jaia Ocean, Amanda O'Connor, Maarten
Quivooy, Winston Roberts, Julian Thomson (members of the Steering Group)
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